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national affairs were central topics of interest for literate eighteenth
century Parisians, who had plenty of opportunity to read about and 
engage with such weighty matters. The monarchy produced propaganda 
to justify its foreign policies or to criticise its international rivals. In the 
run-up to the Seven Years War, for example, the Foreign Ministry 
sponsored the publication of materials to persuade a domestic and 
European public of the justice of French pretensions in America.2 

International affairs made up a prominent portion of the news 
recounted by the Gazette de France, and by the francophone journals 
produced in the Low Countries, which kept affluent Parisians politically 
informed.3 In wartime especially, rumours, bans mots and songs dealing 
with the successes and failures of generals and ministers circulated 
continuously in the streets and cafes of the city.4 While there is much 
in the Livre de caricatures that is idiosyncratic, at least some of its com
mentary on foreign and military affairs channels ideas, language and 
symbols that were widely shared. 

Much of this gossipy material emanated directly from Versailles, where 
courtiers disseminated it as a �eapon in the factional competition for 
favour, patronage and power that defined the politics of the court.5 I will 
make the case that such factionalism shaped the perspective on military 
and diplomatic affairs offered in the Livre. Its author and his collabor
ators offer a mordant commentary on particular alignments influential 
in the making of French policy between the late 1740s and the period of 
the Seven Years War. Factions at court and in the administration were 
not completely stable groupings, but formed and re-formed over time. It 
was thus a shifting cast of characters that were the butt of the Livre's wit. 
A series of images pillory Maurice de Saxe, the most successful general of 
the late 1740s, together with his associates the Paris brothers, major 
financiers and war contractors. A Paris protege, Jeanne-Antoinette 
d'Etiolles, marquise de Pompadour, became the mistress of Louis XV 
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Figure 4.7: Charles-Germain de Saint-Aubin, Liure de caricatures tant bonnes que mauvaises, 'Si 

l'un des deux cede garre la couronne', 1760. Watercolour, ink and graphite, 18.7 x 13.2cm 

(675.321). 
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Figure 4.8: Charles-Germain de Saint-Aubin, Liure de caricatures /ant bonnes que mauvaises, 'Le 

marechal de Belle-Isle', 1758-1761, and 'Tronchin', 1757. Both watercolour, ink and graphite, 

18.7 x 13.2cm (675.318 and 675.319). 












